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There are two primary methods of preaching or actually
choosing sermon topics. One is preaching a series on a
large topic that addresses some identified need in the
lives of the hearers. The second is lectionary which
follow a prescribed set of verses from the Revised
Common Lectionary and looking for the thread that is
inherent in the verses, which usually move through a
certain book. I have utilized both types but have moved
to the Lectionary during the COVID crisis. Somehow it
has seemed more like being home for me. It is a way to
allow someone other than myself to guide the lessons.
The Gospel lectionary for this season has had a strange
turn in it, moving from Mark to John for several weeks,
specifically John 7 and the bread discourses. It may
have seemed strange to focus on such a small segment
of scripture for so many weeks but we know it wasn’t
about bread at all; it was about who Jesus is and how he
was accepted by the leaders of the Pharisee sect.
The Pharisees were not bad people. They wanted to
keep their faith pure and do what they believed God
wanted. They thought that keeping the law perfectly
would please God but they didn’t know what they didn’t
know. They did not understand that God was choosing
to deal with humanity in a different way through the
incarnation. God’s breaking into our temporal life by
sending Jesus to live among us was a different way of
being in a relationship
with humanity.
The
Pharisees did not expect
God to act in any way
other than through the
law and the prophets as
God had in the past. We

have the benefit of 2000 years to look back and see how
they missed the point — how they all missed the point
for that matter. The twelve closest to Jesus did not
understand until after his death either.
What are we missing because we cannot let go of our
past understandings and grow into our future? The one
thing I am always sure of is that we all need to keep
learning and growing. We need to learn to see through
the eyes of others and hear through their ears so we can
understand how they experience the world. Jesus was,
in fact, God experiencing the world as we experience the
world — opening Godself to what it means to be one of
us, to be human, to be tempted, to experience human
pain. We are not great at experiencing life through
others’ eyes. When someone is experiencing a loss,
pain, oppression, fear, we often think we understand but
we do not fully understand their emotional/social
situation because we are not them.
Hopefully, we are always growing in our love for God
and others and learning what it is like to experience the
world as others experience the world. While I know it is
impossible to fully understand what others are
experiencing, it is possible to better understand what
they are experiencing. God enters our world to be with
and like us and invites us to enter the world of others so
we can walk beside them.
The Pharisees thought they knew
what God wanted of them and how
to attain it, but they were mistaken.
They tried to make everyone fit in
one box and it did not work. How
are we, as humans, trying to do that
(Continued on page 5)
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The Church’s Budgeted Finances
The Finance Committee appreciates your contributions and donations. With your
support we will be able to continue sharing God’s love with those around us.
July Income
$34,924

Under Goal
$5,211

Monthly Goal
$40,135

Income Over Expenses
$2,106
July Expenses
$32,818

The budget for 2021 is $481,620 which, divided evenly, makes each month’s goal
$40,135 rather than being weighted differently throughout the year. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, we are all feeling the financial pinch. If you are able to still
contribute during these lean times, please help us to maintain our regular operating
costs as you find you are able. Only with the generosity of our congregation have we
been able to weather the storms of the past and even the current storm we are in.
Thank you for your loving generosity in keeping this church operating!
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First United Methodist Church of Titusville
needs your help.
We have created a
community garden outreach team to establish
a community garden on a swath of our
property between Palm Avenue and South
Lemon Street. The produce from this garden
would go to those in our community who
would benefit from adding fresh vegetables
to their daily diets. The zoning code has
been amended to allow for a community
garden and we are ready to begin work. We
would like to be able to plant a fall garden.
Our initial plan is to start with four above the
ground beds that would be 4' wide by
24' long by 2' high. Would you please join us
in doing God's work and be part of this
venture?
We would welcome your
participation in any way!

What can you do?
 Pray for the success of the community garden.
 Pray for positive relationships with our neighbors and the community through working together.
 Pray that we may all have a better understanding of the blessing of sharing.
 Pray for a good crop and a successful harvest.
How can you help?
 We invite those who are physically able or somewhat physically able to join us and make this community
garden a reality.
 Help prepare the ground for planting and/or with building the beds.
 Help with the planting.
 Help tending beds.
 Help with watering.
 Build your own bed or plant in-ground on the property.
 Make a financial donation.
We would like to be sure that we include the seniors who are unable to do physical labor.
 Seniors who might be interested in this community outreach, we can use your knowledge and experience.
 Give us input on what we should plant.
 Bring a chair and some ice tea and set in the shade of a big oak tree and visit with the neighbors and make
suggestions.
 Inform your family and friends about the community garden and invite them to join us.
 Help us name the community garden.
We feel God is leading us to develop this community garden. If the community garden is something you might be
interested in being a part of, please pray about it. If you have questions please talk with Cathy Spencer
(321-543-3549) or Brenda Pittman (321-480-0041). If you already know this is something you would like to do,
please call the church office at 321-269-7631 ext. 203 and give your name and contact information to Mario Davis.
Blessings,
Community Garden Outreach Team

We already do a lot in our neighborhood; we don’t need
same thing today? How do we think we know how others to ask how to do more but how to do it better so that the
are treated (i.e., their needs, their fears) when we have not love and grace of God flows through us to a world in
“walked a mile in their shoes?”
need.
(Continued from page 1)

When we open our hearts and minds to their stories and Blessed to be your Pastor,
life experiences, we grow to better understand them, what
they need, and the reasons behind how they react to
circumstances and events.
We know the bread
discussions of the last few weeks really were not about
bread but about growing in faith and understanding of
who Jesus is and what God wants of us and desires for us.
I invite you to join with me as we grow in our faith and in
God’s grace by loving and serving our neighbors better.
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September 2021
First United Methodist Church
1

9:00am Patchwork Friends
4:30pm Choir Rehearsal
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11:00am Virus-Side Chat

1-3:00pm Food Pantry

7:30am Garden Club
8:00am Comm. Breakfast
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— OFFICE CLOSED —
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9:00am Sunday School Classes
10:00am Worship Service
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10:00am Sara Fernandez
Bible Study
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9:00am Sunday School Classes
10:00am Worship Service
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9:00am Sunday School Classes
10:00am Worship Service

9:00am Sunday School Classes
10:00am Worship Service

Pastor Wayne P. Cook

10:00am Joyful Noise Rehearsal 4:30pm Choir Rehearsal
11:00am Virus-Side Chat
1:00pm Staff Meeting
6:30pm Soliloquy Rehearsal
8:00pm Broadstreet Rehearsal

10:00am Joyful Noise Rehearsal 9:00am ADK
4:30pm Choir Rehearsal
11:00am Virus-Side Chat
6:30pm Soliloquy Rehearsal
8:00pm Broadstreet Rehearsal

10:00am Joyful Noise Rehearsal 4:30pm Choir Rehearsal
11:00am Virus-Side Chat
6:30pm Soliloquy Rehearsal
8:00pm Broadstreet Rehearsal

28

29

10:00am Joyful Noise Rehearsal 4:30pm Choir Rehearsal
11:00am Virus-Side Chat
6:30pm Soliloquy Rehearsal
8:00pm Broadstreet Rehearsal

Church Office: 321-269-7631

10:00am Retired Teachers
11:00am Virus-Side Chat

11:00am Virus-Side Chat
5:30pm Leadership Team Mtg.

11:00am Virus-Side Chat
1:30pm Stop Gap

1-3:00pm Food Pantry

1-3:00pm Food Pantry

1-3:00pm Food Pantry

8:00am Comm. Breakfast
10:00am Comm. Garden Mtg.

8:00am Comm. Breakfast

8:00am Comm. Breakfast

30

11:00am Virus-Side Chat

206 S Hopkins Ave, Titusville, FL 32796
Www.fumctitusville.com

Email: office@fumctitusville.com

FUMC Staff
Reception Desk.................................................. Ext. 201
Rev. Wayne Cook - Pastor ................................ Ext. 202
Mario Davis - Administrative Assistant ............ Ext. 203
Glenda Waring - Membership Secretary ........... Ext. 204
Rayelynn Henderson - Finance Secretary ......... Ext. 204
Lisa Mick - Dir. of Children’s Min. .................. Ext. 205
Lauren Peterson - Student & Adult Min. .......... Ext. 205
Tom Mosier - Facilities Manager ...................... Ext. 206
Carol Henn - Music Director
J.D. Daniel - Organist
Steve Rossi - Sound Tech
Josh Huss - Lights and Visuals
Dr. Bob Titus - Pastor Emeritus
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First United Methodist Church
206 S. Hopkins Ave
Titusville, FL 32796
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Worship Services: 10:00 a.m.

Church Office Hours: 8am – 4pm, Monday - Friday
Closed from 12:00 – 12:30 p.m.
Phone: (321) 269-7631
Fax: (321) 269-8359
E-mail Address: office@fumctitusville.com
Website: www.fumctitusville.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/FUMCTitusville
Twitter Handle: @MethodistFirst
Instagram Handle: @UnitedChurch321
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UChscOcLDe-wGkXHftvzGX9Q

