
 

 

We are 150 years old! 
This year, we are celebrating 150 years since the founding of First United Methodist Church. 

In 1865 a group of devoted Christians formed this church in the home of Sara and Joseph Gruber on Mendel Lane.  
Ten years and nine children later, 1875, First Methodist Church was founded as a Mission Circuit by Rev. R. H. 
Barnett at the request of Bishop Wightman.  Our first pastor was Rev. Andrew A. Barnett, nephew of Rev. R. H.  
Barnett.  Pastor photos can be seen on the wall in the office lobby.  A list of our pastors is on our website. 

$600 and fund raisers (approx. $21,000 today) made it possible in 1889 for the first church to be built on the block 
currently bordered by Garden Street, Palm Avenue, Orange Avenue, and Lemon Avenue.  On December 29, 1889, 
the first services were held in the new church.  Photos of the church can be seen in the Archives. 

In 1953 the cornerstone for the present Sanctuary was placed and in 1956 the church was completed.  To the right 
as you enter from the Narthex were grand arches with screened doors to allow for summer breezes and light to  
enter the Sanctuary. Many services were heard with the doors open and chairs filling the courtyard from the  
overflow of parishioners. 

In 1962 First Church commissioned 50 parishioners to start the Indian River City Church and, in 1967, more were 
sent to start St. Andrews Church. 

1968 brought about change when The Methodist Church and The Evangelical United Brethren Church united to 
become The United Methodist Church. 

Our congregation gave from the heart, in contributions, to furnish all that you see before you: the organ and  
pianos, the choir chairs, baptismal font, communion table, communion rail sections, pulpit, lectern, and much, 
much more. 

This fall, there will be a celebration event!  Dates and details will be determined next month, so stay tuned! 

First United Methodist Church of Titusville 

206 S. Hopkins Ave, Titusville, FL  32796 
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WATER SLIDES? 
(at First United Methodist Church) 

“I heard there may be a water slide this fall at the  
150th Anniversary!  Thank goodness we brought appropriate 

bathing attire!” 

2025 April Budget Summary 
 

The Finance Committee appreciates your contributions and donations.  With your  
support we will be able to continue sharing God’s love with those around us. 

 

Income 
 Total Income: $34,481 

 

Expenses 
 Church Programs: $1,229 
 Finance: $331 
 Church Administration: $1,134 
 Facility Maintenance: $7,880 
 Personnel: $22,922 
 Conference Apportionments: $3,256 
 Total Expenses: $36,752 

 

 Income Under Expenses: $2,271 
 

The budget for 2025 is $500,000 which, divided evenly, makes each month’s goal 
$41,667 rather than being weighted differently throughout the year. 

 
Thank you for your loving generosity in keeping this church operating!  Only with the  

generosity of our congregation have we been able to weather the storms  
of the past and even the storms that will inevitably come. 

 8 Barbara Ziegler 
 10 Fred Henn 
 12 W.O. Brown 
 15 Ed Grimes 
 16 David Stephens 
 18 Lois Garnett 

 18 Charlotte Rinehart 
 21 Fran Nolan 
 23 Mark Kendrick 
 26 Enis Nathaniel 
 29 Laurilee Thompson 

 9 Frank & Linda Russell 
 16 Wayne & Janet Cook 
 21 Truman & Barbara Scarborough 
 22 Hudson & Grace Haile 
 23 Mike & Judy Brooks 
 26 Jan & Fay Kikta 
 30 Jake & Debbie Huether 
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The Parkinson’s Education and Support Group of Sussex County 
Choir performs April 10 at Epworth United Methodist Church in  
Rehoboth Beach, Del.  Doug Yetter (right), director of music at  

Epworth, accompanies the group on piano.  Up to 42 singers practice 
once a week at the church and concerts are performed three times a 

year.  Photo by Jim Patterson, UM News. 

Joy of singing aids people with Parkinson’s 

By Jim Patterson 
May 28, 2025 | REHOBOTH BEACH, Del. (UM News) 
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/joy-of-singing-aids-

parkinsons-sufferers 

Key points: 

 The Parkinson’s Education and Support Group of 
Sussex County Choir recently performed for the 
second time with a selection of summer songs at 
Epworth United Methodist Church. 

 Singing is a way people with Parkinson’s can stave 
off progression of the disease. 

 One choir member converted to United  
Methodism after enjoying her time rehearsing at 
Epworth. 

It’s hard to take anything too seriously while listening to 
25 adults singing “Itsy Bitsy Teenie Weenie Yellow  
Polka Dot Bikini.” 

But as the silly song — a No. 1 hit for Brian Hyland the 
summer of 1960 — rang out April 10 in the bright,  
modern sanctuary of Epworth United Methodist Church, 
the singers marked one more day in their serious fight 
against Parkinson’s disease. 

The concert had a beach theme.  Other songs performed 
included “Dock of the Bay,” “Sea Cruise,” and “Love 
Letters in the Sand.” 

“You can’t sit in the corner and die,” said Rose Verona, a 
member of the choir.  “My name is not ‘Parkinson’s 
Rose Verona.’  My name is ‘Rose Verona,’ who happens 
to have Parkinson’s. 

“I tell people, ‘Do not define yourself by this disease.  
Fight it.’” 

The choir started two years ago when Amanda Peters, 
president of the board of the Parkinson’s Education and 
Support Group of Sussex County, approached the  
director of music at Epworth to see if he had any interest 
in leading a choir of Parkinson’s disease patients. 

“Speech is part of our exercise bucket because speech is 
muscle, and one of the ways that you maintain your 
speech is through the chorus,” Peters said.  “So we  
wanted to try and get a chorus started.” 

Doug Yetter of Epworth already had the church choir, a 
praise team, and a 100 Voice Community Choir on his 
plate when he was approached. 

“He was very, very interested,” Peters said.  “He did 
some research, he looked at his budget of time that he 
could give, and he came back and he said, ‘Yes, I would 
love to do this.’” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yetter said he knows the benefits of music therapy 
firsthand. 

“I had performed in theaters for a long time, and then I 
moved to piano bars and ended up damaging my voice 
pretty badly,” Yetter said.  “So the therapy that I had got 
me more interested in trying to do this.” 

Nineteen singers showed up at the first meeting in 2023.  
Now, up to 42 singers practice once a week at Epworth 
and concerts are performed three times a year.  The next 
concert is set for July 24. 

Since Parkinson’s is a degenerative neurological  
condition, those who get it experience many of the same 
symptoms, but at different paces.  Keeping active though 
singing and other physical activity can hold off the  
progression significantly. 

“Speech will decline when you have Parkinson’s,” Peters 
said. 

Vocal projection, enunciation, and even the desire to 
speak are affected. 

New Parkinson’s patients usually start with LSVT — 
Lee Silverman Voice Technique — which has two  
focuses.  First it works to improve motor skills through 
balance, walking, posture, and strength exercises.  The 
second aspect is improving speech and voice volume by 
encouraging patients to speak louder and more clearly. 

“That’s (typically) covered by your insurance,” Peters 
said.  “But then there’s daily maintenance that you do 
once the therapy is over.” 

There are less visible afflictions that happen because of 
Parkinson’s, Verona said. 

(Continued on page 10) 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/joy-of-singing-aids-parkinsons-sufferers
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/joy-of-singing-aids-parkinsons-sufferers
https://www.sussexcountyparkinsons.com/
https://www.sussexcountyparkinsons.com/
https://www.apdaparkinson.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/LSVT-BIG-AND-LOUD-Charlestown-2018.pdf


 

 



 

 

Doug Yetter (left), director of music at Epworth United 
Methodist Church in Rehoboth Beach, Del., accompanies 
the Parkinson’s Education and Support Group of Sussex 

County Choir during its performance April 10 at the 
church.  Keeping active though singing and other physical 
activity can hold off progression of the disease.  Photo by 

Jim Patterson, UM News. 

“The most common for everybody that has Parkinson’s 
is constipation,” she said.  Problems swallowing and 
breathing are also common, as is difficulty walking.  And 
then there’s the most visible Parkinson’s symptom, the 
tremors and shaking. 

“Some of them, they’re shaking so much that they can’t 
even hold a cup, and then they have to have the deep 
brain stimulation, and there’s a lot of new things that are 
coming out,” Verona said. 

Deep brain simulation is a surgical procedure where 
electrodes are implanted in the brain.  The electrodes 
shoot electrical impulses, which has proved helpful  
treating medical issues such as tremors. 

Singing is a much less invasive treatment. 

“This is our second presentation that we’ve done,” Peters 
said.  “Everything with Parkinson’s is ongoing  
maintenance, so this program is designed to be never 
ending, always reoccurring, so that the projection of 
voice is not lost.” 

The social aspect of choir participation is just as  
important, she said. 

“Parkinson’s will actually affect your desire to  
participate in life,” Peters said.  “All of our programs are 
group, so, of course, social is a large part of that.   
Sometimes you pull back from community because it’s 
overwhelming and it takes more time than you think you 
can budget. 

“So the social aspect of the chorus has been very, very 
good for our members.” 

Jim Holdridge, whose successful business career ended 
because of Parkinson’s, said singing in the choir helps 
fill his day and will hopefully slow progression of the 
disease. 

“I just thought I was clumsy, falling,” Holdridge said.  “I 
was tested for that … and they determined that I had 
Parkinson’s, coupled with congestive heart failure. 

“It is what it is,” he added.  “Can’t whine about it.” 

For Verona, raised as Catholic, the Parkinson’s choir led  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

to her to becoming United Methodist and joining  
Epworth. 

“What I love about Methodism is they walk the talk.  
They actually do the things I think everyone should do, 
like getting people fed,” she said.  “There’s divas  
everywhere, and there’s passive-aggressive (people)  
everywhere, but I see very, very little of it here.” 

Music director Yetter gave Verona a Bible, and they 
started a dialogue. 

“I started reading that Bible,” she said. 

Soon she had two new families, one based around  
Parkinson’s and the other her faith. She is one of four 
Epworth members in the choir. 

“I talked with Doug (Yetter) about the people here, and I 
said, ‘Oh God, I guess you’re telling me this is my 
home,’ and it is my home.  This is my family now.’” 

Patterson is a UM News reporter in Nashville,  
Tennessee.  Contact him at 615-742-5470 or 
newsdesk@umnews.org.  To read more United  
Methodist news, subscribe to the UM News Digest. 

(Continued from page 8) 

https://www.mayoclinic.org/tests-procedures/deep-brain-stimulation/about/pac-20384562
https://www.mayoclinic.org/tests-procedures/deep-brain-stimulation/about/pac-20384562
mailto:newsdesk@umnews.org
https://www.umnews.org/en/landing-pages/subscription-management/umnews-daily-subscribe


 

 

Summer Bible Study 
Learn to walk more closely with God with the boldness and the zeal of the apostles. 

The Acts of the Apostles is a unique and crucial book that chronicles the story of God’s grace flooding out to the 
world through the lives of the apostles in the decades immediately following Christ’s ascension into heaven. 

In Acts: Catching up with the Spirit, author and biblical scholar Matthew Skinner provides a broad yet theologically 
attuned introduction to this important book and its message of fulfilling the Great Commission. 

Skinner explores six key themes that illustrate the ways in which reading Acts is capable of igniting our imagination 
about the character of the Christian gospel, the work of God’s people (the church), and the challenges of living  
faithfully in a complex and changing world. 

Wednesdays at 1:00pm 
in the Fellowship Hall 

Starting June 11th 

Week 1 (6/11): Intro & Ch 1 
What God Has Done 

Week 2 (6/18):  Ch 2 
What God Does 

Week 3 (6/25):  Ch 3 
Discernment and Change 

Week 4 (7/2):  Ch 4 
Opposition 

Week 5 (7/9):  Ch 5 
Saints around the Edges 

Week 6 (7/16):  Ch 6 
This Changes Everything & Afterword 

Available for purchase: 
www.amazon.com 

www.christianbook.com 
www.cokesbury.com 

Congratulations, Graduate! 

Ava Isabel Coveney Craig 

Graduated May 2025 

with a 

Titusville High School Degree 
& 

2-year Eastern Florida State College Degree 

Granddaughter of Margaret Coveney and 
the late Bernard Coveney 

https://a.co/d/cgI8TDZ
https://www.christianbook.com/acts-catching-up-with-the-spirit/matthew-skinner/9781501894558/pd/894558?event=BRSRCP|PSEN&ps_exit=PRODUCT|legacy&search_term=acts:%20cat&Ntt=894558&product_redirect=1
https://www.cokesbury.com/Acts?refq=acts%20catching%20up
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June 2025  
First United Methodist Church 

Pastor Wayne P. Cook       Church Office:  321-269-7631       206 S Hopkins Ave, Titusville, FL  32796       Email: office@fumctitusville.com 

       

1 
9:00am Sunday School 
10:00am Worship 
11am Cel. of Life Rec. for 

Jeanne Mays 
3pm Children’s Play Auditions 

2 
—Camp Real Life— 
6pm Broadstreet Rehearsal 
6pm Children’s Play Auditions 

3 
—Camp Real Life— 
7:15am Rotary Club Meeting 
6:30pm Soliloquy Rehearsal 

4 
—Camp Real Life— 
9:00am Patchwork Friends 
3:30pm Silver Chimes Reh. 
4:30pm Chancel Choir Reh. 

5 
—Camp Real Life— 
8am Lifeline Screening 
10:00am Ladies Day Out 
 

6 
—Camp Real Life— 
1-3pm Food Pantry 

7 
7:30am Garden Club 
8:00am Comm. Breakfast 

8  Pentecost 
9:00am Sunday School 
10:00am Worship 

9 
10:00am Sara Fernandez Bible 

Study 
6pm Broadstreet Rehearsal 

10 
7:15am Rotary Club Meeting 
6:30pm Soliloquy Rehearsal 

11 
9:30am Kids Playtime 
1:00pm Bible Study:  Acts 
3:30pm Silver Chimes Reh. 
4:30pm Chancel Choir Reh. 

12 
 

13 
1-3pm Food Pantry 

14 
8:00am Comm. Breakfast 

15  Father’s Day 
9:00am Sunday School 
10:00am Worship 

16 
6pm Broadstreet Rehearsal 

17 
7:15am Rotary Club Meeting 
6:00pm Children’s Play  

Rehearsal 
6:30pm Soliloquy Rehearsal 

18 
3:30pm Silver Chimes Reh. 
1:00pm Bible Study:  Acts 
4:30pm Chancel Choir Reh. 
6:00pm Children’s Play  

Rehearsal 

19 
12:00pm Ladies Day Out 
4:00pm Leadership Team Mtg 
6:00pm Children’s Play  

Rehearsal 

20 
1-3pm Food Pantry 

21 
8:00am Comm. Breakfast 
10:00am Moonlight Quilters 

22 
9:00am Sunday School 
10:00am Worship 
11am Child Protection  

Training 

23 
9am–12pm VBS 
6pm Broadstreet Rehearsal 

24 
7:15am Rotary Club Meeting 
9am–12pm VBS 
5:30pm Moonlight Quilters 
6:00pm Children’s Play  

Rehearsal 
6:30pm Soliloquy Rehearsal 

25 
9am–12pm VBS 
1:00pm Bible Study:  Acts 
3:30pm Silver Chimes Reh. 
4:30pm Chancel Choir Reh. 
6:00pm Children’s Play  

Rehearsal 

26 
9am–12pm VBS 
6:00pm Children’s Play  

Rehearsal 

27 
9am–12pm VBS 
1-3pm Food Pantry 

28 
8:00am Comm. Breakfast 

29 
9:00am Sunday School 
10:00am Worship 
11am Retirement Reception 

for Carol Henn 

30 
6pm Broadstreet Rehearsal 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

First United Methodist Church 
206 S. Hopkins Ave 
Titusville, FL  32796 

 

Sunday School:  9:00 a.m. 
Worship  Services:  10:00 a.m. 
 

Church Office Hours:  8am – 4pm, Monday - Friday 
Closed from 12:00 – 12:30 p.m. 

 

Phone:  (321) 269-7631 
Fax:  (321) 269-8359 
E-mail Address:  office@fumctitusville.com 
Website:  www.fumctitusville.com 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/682694095204027 
Instagram Handle:  @UnitedChurch321 
YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UChscOcLDe-wGkXHftvzGX9Q 

FUMC Staff 
Reception Desk Ext 201 

Rev. Wayne Cook - Pastor Ext 202 

Mario Davis - Administrative Assistant Ext 203 

Glenda Waring - Membership Secretary Ext. 204 

Leah Patterson - Finance Secretary Ext. 204 

Lauren Good - Family Ministries Ext. 205 

Tom Mosier - Facilities Manager Ext. 206 

Leah Patterson - Custodian Ext. 206 

Carol Henn - Music Director 

J.D. Daniel - Organist 

Steve Rossi - Sound Tech 

Josh Henn - Lights and Visuals 
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1st UMC Ministries 

Outreach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music Ministries 
 
 
 
 

Family Ministries 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nurture Ministries 

1st Wednesday Dinners 
Children’s Ministry 
Street Festivals 
Open Play 

(1st Monday, safe playtime for 
parents & kids) 

Rock the Universe 
Summer Youth Camp 

Theater Programs 
(Children & Adult) 

Vacation Bible School 
Youth—Longest Day of 

Your Life 
Youth Ministry 
Bus Ministry 

Bags of Grace 
Christmas Store 
Community Breakfast 
Community Garden 
Cuba Missions 
(Santa Cruz Methodist Church in 

Holguin, Cuba) 

Food Pantry 
Good Shepherd 
(Funds to help the community with 

bills & other needs) 

Patchwork Friends 
(Quilting group providing quilts to 

the community) 

School Outreach 
(Apollo Elem., Madison MS,  

Andrew Jackson MS,  
Astronaut HS, & Titusville HS) 

Stop Gap Community 
Dinners 

Shoe Ministry 
Undue Medical Debt 

Church Choir 
Evensong Services 
Handbell Choirs 

Holiday Cantatas 

Special Concerts 

United Women of Faith Bible Studies 

mailto:office@fumctitusville.com
http://www.fumctitusville.com/
http://www.facebook.com/682694095204027
https://www.instagram.com/unitedchurch321/
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https://www.instagram.com/unitedchurch321/
https://www.fumctitusville.com/connection-kids.html

