
 

 

 

What do the candles in our 
Advent wreath mean? 

www.umc.org 

The Advent wreath began as a German and  
Scandinavian home devotional practice used to mark the 
four weeks of Advent.  Families would light a candle for 
each past week and the current week at their dinner or 
evening time of prayer.  The configuration of candles, 
whether in a line or a circle, did not matter.  Neither did 
the color of the candles (all colors are used in homes in 
Europe).  What mattered was the marking of time and 
the increase of light each week in the face of increasing 
darkness as the winter solstice approached. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

As Advent wreaths began to be used by congregations 
on Sundays in some places in Europe and America  
beginning in the late 19th century, several adaptations 
were made to make them work better in public worship 
spaces.  Candles needed to be larger and more uniform 
than the "daily candles" handmade or purchased for 
home use.  They also needed to be more uniform in  
color to fit with other décor in the sanctuary.  That is 
why candles used in the Advent wreath are usually  
purple or blue, to coordinate with color of the paraments 
used during this season. 

This shift in context from home to public use also made 
it important in the eyes of some for the candles to be 
given a meaning more than simply marking time and 
increasing light.  This led to special ceremonies being 
developed for lighting these special candles each week. 

As this practice began to catch on by the mid-twentieth 
century, several church supply houses who sold Advent 
wreaths and candles for public worship also developed 
resources, banners, and bulletin covers assigning a 
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 5 Gay Hammond 
 6 Paul Harvey 
 7 C.B. Till 
 7 David Hanson 
 7 Jessica Hanson 
 7 Maxine Watkins 
 11 Jim Winn 

 15 Evelyn Hooks 
 15 Pascale Daniel 
 16 Dorothy Cameron 
 18 Brady Tabin 
 22 Carl Breznik 
 22 Mary Harvey 

The Church’s Budgeted Finances 
 

The Finance Committee appreciates your contributions and donations.  With your  
support we will be able to continue sharing God’s love with those around us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The budget for 2021 is $481,620 which, divided evenly, makes each month’s goal  
$40,135 rather than being weighted differently throughout the year.  During the 

COVID-19 pandemic, we are all feeling the financial pinch.  If you are able to still 
contribute during these lean times, please help us to maintain our regular operating 

costs as you find you are able.  Only with the generosity of our congregation have we 
been able to weather the storms of the past and even the current storm we are in. 

Thank you for your loving generosity in keeping this church operating! 

October Expenses 
$44,005 

Income under Expenses 
$14,044 

Monthly Goal 
$40,135 

Under Goal 
$10,174 

October Income 
$29,961 

 10 Victor & Yvette Boodhoo 
 16 Bob & Margaret Yerkes 
 17 Jim & Carolyn Winn 
 21 Tom & Gay Hammond 

 24 Michael & Glenda Waring 
 27 Joe & Gloria Kendall 
 29 Billy & Amy Grimes 



 

 

Across 
 1 Boxer Muhammad 
 4 Post-traumatic stress disorder 
 8 Helix 
 14 Pocket 
 15 American river 
 16 Hamburger vegetable 
 17 Michigan (abbr.) 
 18 Waiting place 
 19 Excite 
 20 Inner part of ear 
 22 Waggle 
 23 Donkey 
 24 Fruit in cookies 
 27 Queenly 
 31 Representatives 
 33 New York City 
 35 Brew 
 36 Also 
 38 Card game 
 39 Flat-bottomed boat 
 40 Brain injuy side effect 
 44 Timed 
 46 Kind 
 47 BB association 
 49 Director (abbr.) 
 50 Official 
 51 Map Legend 
 52 Assail 
 55 Imitative 
 58 College head 
 61 Not who 
 63 Wheeled vehicle 
 65 Large amount 
 67 Large instrument 
 69 Dog food brand 
 70 Doctor 
 71 Isn’t able to 
 72 Department (abbr.) 
 73 Mamma ____! 
 75 Morth Pole region 
 76 Removes the water 
 77 Still 
 
Down 
 1 Like 
 2 Cowboy author Louis ____ 
 3 Hanging frozen water 
 4 Place to cast votes 
 5 Bandit 
 6 Moses’ mountain 
 7 Fawn’s mom 
 8 Soup 
 9 Pertaining to one end of the 

axis of a spherical mass 

 10 Adult insect 
 11 Lab animal 
 12 Dined 
 13 Behold 
 20 Length measure 
 21 Septet 
 25 African antelope 
 26 In ____ (together) 
 28 Yap away 
 29 Healing plant 
 30 Ribald 
 32 Distress call 
 34 Bitter 
 37 Pig noise 
 39 Handwriting 
 40 Water (sp.) 
 41 Magnificence 
 42 N.A. Indian 
 43 Upon restful furniture 
 45 Fat 
 48 Positive vote 
 53 Abnormal vibrations 
 54 One piece sweater with head 

covering 

 56 Deficient 
 57 Nation capital 
 59 More able 
 60 Sharp cold or frosty 
 62 Manganese (abbr.) 
 64 Reserve Officers Training 

Corps. 
 66 Oodles 
 67 Standard or average 
 68 Incorporated (abbr.) 
 69 Attention Deficit  

Disorder (abbr.) 
 71 Element 
 74 In attendance 

Page Three Solution on Page 10. 



 

 

 

theme to each week, and thus each candle, based on 
scriptures from the one-year lectionaries used at that 
time.  Those themes were Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace, in 
that order. 

Today, almost no one uses those one-year lectionaries, so 
those themes may not always fit the scriptures we hear in 
worship.  The one exception is the Third Sunday of  
Advent, where the current lectionaries have continued to 
support the centuries old observance of "Gaudete" or 
"Joy Sunday."  That is why church supply houses often 
offer rose or pink colored candles for the wreath for use 
on this day. 

So how may we talk about the meaning of the Advent 
wreath today? 

We can reclaim the original home use of marking time 
with the hope of increasing light as we await the return of 
Christ, that day when "The city no longer has need of the 
sun or the moon to shine upon it, because the glory of 
God illumines it, and its lamp is the lamb." 

And we can develop meanings or themes for each week 
based on the focus of the scriptures themselves.  After 

all, the candles and the wreath are an accessory, not an 
end in themselves. Their meaningfulness comes from 
how we use them to point toward Christ, the world's true 
light, who was, and is, and is to come. 

This content was produced by Ask The UMC, a ministry 
of United Methodist Communications 

(Continued from page 1) 

Page Four 

Celtic 

Christmas 

December 12th @ 3pm 
St. Andrew UMC, 3380 Dairy Road 

December 19th @ 3pm 
First UMC, 206 S. Hopkins Avenue 

A wreath with three lit candles marks the third week of 
Advent. Photo by Kathleen Barry, United Methodist 

Communications.  



 

 



 

 

Oaklawn Memorial 

Gardens 

Annual Candlelight 

Remembrance 

Tuesday, December 7th, 2021 

6:00pm 

 

https://www.oaklawnmemorialgardens.com/


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

We are now registered as a charitable organization with Amazon!  If you are planning some  
Christmas shopping with Amazon.com, go directly to smile.amazon.com and sign in as usual.  
Choose First United Methodist Church of Titusville, FL as the organization that you support to  
receive a percentage of your total purchase amount (you only have to do this once) then shop as  

you normally would. That's all you have to do! Amazon will take it from there. 

Solution from Page 3 

https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/
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1 
9:00am Patchwork Friends 

3:30pm Joyful Noise Rehearsal 
4:30pm Choir Rehearsal 
6:00pm Vivos Voco Rehearsal 

2 
9:30am PEO Meeting 
11:00am Virus-Side Chat 

6:00pm Pageant Rehearsal 

6:00pm Celtic Xmas Rehearsal 

3 
1-3:00pm Food Pantry 

4 
7:30am Garden Club 
8:00am Comm. Breakfast 
12:00pm Quilters Party 
4:00pm Pageant Rehearsal 

5 
9:00am Sunday School 
10:00am Worship Service 

6 
8:00am Xmas Store Wrapping 

7 
7:15 Rotary Club Mtg. 
11:00am Virus-Side Chat 

1:00pm Book Study 

6:00pm Pageant Rehearsal 

6:30pm Soliloquy Rehearsal 

8:00pm Broadstreet Rehearsal 

8 
8:00am Xmas Store Setup 

2:00pm Staff Meeting 

3:30pm Joyful Noise Rehearsal 
4:30pm Choir Rehearsal 
6:00pm Vivos Voco Rehearsal 

9 
10:00am Retired Teachers 
11:00am Virus-Side Chat 

4:00pm Leadership Team Mtg. 

6:00pm Pageant Rehearsal 

6:00pm Celtic Xmas Rehearsal 

10 
1-3:00pm Food Pantry 

11 
8:00am Comm. Breakfast 
9:00am Xmas Store 
2:00pm Best Christmas Pageant 
Ever 
7:00pm Best Christmas Pageant 
Ever 

12 
9:00am Sunday School 
10:00am Worship Service 
3:00pm Celtic Christmas 
                 St. Andrew UMC 

13 
10:00am Sara Fernandez 
                    Bible Study 

14 
7:15 Rotary Club Mtg. 

1:00pm Book Study 
11:00am Virus-Side Chat 
12:30pm UMW Xmas Social 

6:30pm Soliloquy Rehearsal 

8:00pm Broadstreet Rehearsal 

15 
10:00am ADK 

3:30pm Joyful Noise Rehearsal 
4:30pm Choir Rehearsal 
6:00pm Vivos Voco Rehearsal 

16 
9:30am PEO Meeting 

11:00am Virus-Side Chat 

17 
1-3:00pm Food Pantry 
4:30pm Connection Kids 

18 
8:00am Comm. Breakfast 

19 
9:00am Sunday School 
10:00am Worship Service 
3:00pm Celtic Christmas 
                 1st UMC 

20 
 

21 
7:15 Rotary Club Mtg. 
11:00am Virus-Side Chat 

1:00pm Book Study 

6:30pm Soliloquy Rehearsal 

8:00pm Broadstreet Rehearsal 

22 
3:30pm Joyful Noise Rehearsal 
4:30pm Choir Rehearsal 
6:00pm Vivos Voco Rehearsal 

23 
11:00am Virus-Side Chat 

24  Christmas Eve 
OFFICE CLOSED 

1-3:00pm Food Pantry 

25  Christmas Day 
8:00am Comm. Breakfast 

26 
9am Sunday School 
10am Worship 

27 
OFFICE CLOSED 

28 
OFFICE CLOSED 

29 
OFFICE CLOSED 

30 
OFFICE CLOSED 

31  New Year’s Eve 
OFFICE CLOSED 

1-3:00pm Food Pantry 
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Sunday School:  9:00 a.m. 
Worship  Services:  10:00 a.m. 
 

Church Office Hours:  8am – 4pm, Monday - Friday 
Closed from 12:00 – 12:30 p.m. 

 

Phone:  (321) 269-7631 
Fax:  (321) 269-8359 
E-mail Address:  office@fumctitusville.com 
Website:  www.fumctitusville.com 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/FUMCTitusville 
Twitter Handle:  @MethodistFirst 
Instagram Handle:  @UnitedChurch321 
YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UChscOcLDe-wGkXHftvzGX9Q 
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